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In all hop-growing regions of the Northern Hemisphere the 2012 harvest has been 
finished. However, we do not know the exact results yet. Nevertheless, the harvest is 
already reasonably quantifiable at present. Taking into account figures available to 
date, we anticipate a 2012 worldwide hop harvest of approximately 87,000 to 88,000 
metric tons. This is around 10,000 metric tons less than the 2011 harvest. The world 
hop growing area amounts to 46,000 ha. Therefore an average of 1.9 metric tons of 
hops has been harvested per Hectar. Considering the figures currently available, a 
closer look at the estimated harvest of alpha acid suggests that we are talking about 
a total of about 9,000 metric tons (alpha values after harvest). 
 
The harvest volume in Germany figures shortly before the end of the certification date 
at 34,360 metric tons, which is slightly above the official estimate. Only the traditional 
hop varieties Tettnanger and Spalter in the growing areas Spalt and Tettnang show 
low yields. The alpha acid values are at least within long-term average or slightly 
above. In the German growing areas we expect an alpha acid production of roughly 
3,700 metric tons, which is approximately 700 metric tons or app. 16% below that of 
the previous year. But it should be noted that the 2011 harvest resulted from a record 
harvest with alpha acid values and yields by far exceeding the average. Moreover, 
the area under cultivation was even larger by app. 1,000 ha. 
 
As for the U.S. harvest we currently can only make estimates. We expect to see a 
harvest volume of 27,000 to 28,000 metric tons resulting in an amount of alpha acid 
of 3,500 tons. In the U.S., the area under cultivation has increased by 400 ha. This is 
primarily on account of a reduction in area under high alpha and bitter hops and an 
increase in area under aroma hops. 
  
As always, the figures from the People's Republic of China are very unreliable. On an 
area of below 4,000 ha a quantity of max. 10,000 metric tons of hops with an alpha 
acid quantity of below 500 metric tons have been harvested. 
Beyond that some other important European hop-growing countries remain to be 
mentioned. This year in the Czech Republic, slightly more than 4,000 metric tons of 
hops have been harvested on an area of 4,400 ha. The yield of the important Saazer 
hop variety was at most 800 kg per ha. Poland as well as Slovenia report below-
average results. These bad harvests are no doubt due to the extreme heat without 
adequate precipitation in August. 
 
To date, without having confirmed figures, the alpha acid result from the 2012 world 
harvest is estimated at approximately 9,000 metric tons (alpha at time of harvest). 
This would mean that over the year for the first time in some time the amount of al-
pha acid produced and the industry's need for alpha acid are almost equal.  
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These figures are based on following assumptions:  

• In the brewing year 2013 slightly less than 2,000 million hectoliters of beer will 
be brewed,  

• app. 200 metric tons of alpha acid will be used outside the brewing industry, 
• 300 metric tons of alpha acid are used only for flavoring, without contributing 

to beer bitterness.  
• The majority of calculations do not distinguish between high alpha and aro-

matic hops.  
 
The important fact that alpha acid overproduction in recent years continues to exist 
and will continue to weigh heavily on the market retains its validity. Exhaustion of this 
overproduction will certainly take some time. The way we see it the area and the pro-
duction associated with will decrease even further for a couple of years and even 
may fall below the demand of each subsequent brewing year. 
 
Following the harvest of 2012, hops were sold very quickly on the spot market both at 
fixed prices and pool down payments. Spot prices for high alpha varieties have re-
mained at a constant level of € 11.00 / kg of alpha acid with purchasing bids gradual-
ly increasing for some aroma varieties. Up to the present most hop varieties of crop 
2012 have either been sold to the marketers at the bid prices or have been received 
in various hop pools or as special offer hops. In fact, we can observe that farmers 
have had considerably more often recourse to the pool variant instead of selling hops 
at a fixed price. We also see a certain number of bids from "anonymous buyers." A 
large portion of these hops will probably be processed under the farmers' own ac-
count. Concerning sales figures on the spot market no reliable information is availa-
ble at present. 
 
It remains to be seen how acceptance of the brewing industry for hops under contract 
will turn out in the months ahead. There is, however, reason to fear that breweries 
will try to postpone deliveries also this year. 
 
In recent weeks Germany saw a slight increase in hop marketers' purchasing activity 
especially with regard to late crop years. This is significant evidence that there is no 
or little interest in forward contracts for the next years since there is still sufficient 
coverage by surpluses. In other European hop-growing areas and in the U.S. there is 
currently almost no spot market . 
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