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Administrative Meeting  

Kiev, Ukraine,  

06 June 2013 

 

 

Minutes of the Administrative Meeting 

 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of the meeting 

2. Up-dating of the list of hop varieties produced in the IHGC countries  

3. Proposals for the award of the Hop Order in 2015 

4. Joint meeting of the ISHS-Humulus Symposium and the IHGC Scientific Commission 

to be discussed 

5. Venue and date of the next meeting of the Scientific Commission to be discussed 

6. Nomination / Election of the board of the Scientific Commission to be discussed 

7. Report on the activities of the SC to the IHGC 

8. Any other business 

 

Venue:   Conference room, Hotel Kiev  

Date:   06 June 2013; 14:00 – 14:50 h 

Participants: see list of participants  

Absent:  G. Probasco, Ch. Schönberger, B. Javornik 

Being in the chair: E. Seigner 

Minutes:  taken by E. Seigner and approved by A. Koutoulis 
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Ad 1) Opening of the administrative meeting 

Dr. Elisabeth Seigner, chairperson of the Scientific Commission (SC), opened the 

administrative meeting at 14:00 h by greeting the vice-chairperson Prof. Dr Maksym 

Melnychuk and all participants of the meeting.  

The agenda was accepted as proposed.   

 

Ad 2) Up-dating the list of hop varieties commercially grown and marketed or which 

are just before release  

Dr Seigner set out that starting in 2006 the Scientific Commission of the International Hop 

Growers Convention (IHGC) in cooperation with the hop breeders, hop research institutes, hop 

growers, hop growers associations and hop traders had compiled a list of the world hop 

varieties which were commercially grown and marketed or which were just before release.  

This list of hop varieties available on the website of the SC should be updated each year. 

For updating this list all additions, corrections or comments should be sent to Dr Seigner 

(Elisabeth.Seigner@LfL.bayern.de) by October 15th, 2013. 

 

Ad 3) Proposals for the hop order in 2013   

Dr Seigner invited all participants to make their proposals for the award of the hop order.  

She explained that the Scientific Commission could nominate every 2 years – due to 

biannual congresses - up to 2 candidates. The nomination for the award of the hop order 

2013 had been finished on May 15th. The honorable persons would be presented with the 

hop order at the congress in Belgium in August - thus, the proposal can be considered for the 

nomination in 2015.  

Dr Seigner asked to send a short CV (curriculum vitae) along with a short, 1-page appraisal 

of the specific person whose work was or had been dedicated to the sake of the hop growers 

or the hop industry. She would forward the proposal to the Secretary General of the IHGC 

and he would forward the suggestion to the IHGC members to make the decisions. 

 

Ad 4)  Joint meeting of the ISHS-Humulus Symposium and the IHGC Scientific 

Commission to be discussed 

Dr Seigner started by explaining that the venue and date of the next meeting of the Scientific 

Commission cannot be fixed before having discussed the idea of a joint meeting of the ISHS 

(international Society of Horticultural Science) Humulus Symposium and the Scientific 

Commission. To get details about the ISHS as head organization of the Humulus Symposium 

and what they would expect from the SC as partnering organization in a joint meeting, she 
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had contacted Dr Kim Hummer, the vice president and scientific co-ordinator of the ISHS, 

and also Mr. Van Assche, the executive director in the ISHS secretary  

Dr Seigner continued by saying that she had always been very optimistic that finally there 

would be a way to organize a joint meeting, without losing the typical characteristics of each 

organization, but that it was more complicated than she thought.  

Based on Dr Seigner´s correspondence with Dr. Hummer and Mr Van Assche it seemed to 

her that the ISHS wanted to take the leadership in that joint meeting of hop researchers, not 

a partnership. The ISHS was fixing and forcing their rules on the SC in a joint meeting, while 

leaving a lot of duties to the SC and the conveners of the meeting. Also A/Prof. Anthony 

Koutoulis, Australia, who got involved in the whole correspondence with the ISHS backed up 

Dr Seigner´s impression and added that the tone of the ISHS board members was not 

acceptable for a partnership of both organizations in a joint meeting.  

Dr Seigner continued that the ISHS had its positive sides, but also sides which she did not 

want to accept and to adopt to the SC and the SC meetings. But on the other side, she set 

out that the SC could not ignore that the ISHS with its Humulus Symposium was a well 

organized institution with a lot of experience in bringing together researchers in horticultural 

science, in providing a platform for networking for researchers all over the world. The ISHS 

with its focus on scientific and the educational side had its advantages especially for hop 

researchers from the universities or for those hop colleagues with very close connections to 

the universities and those who needed peer-reviewed publications to get funding of their 

work. She expressed that especially scientists involved in research on beer and on the 

health-promoting effects of hops already felt more attracted by the Humulus Symposium, and 

that on the otherside, some hop researchers, especially from the applied side, had never 

attended the Humulus Symposium.  

Thus, Dr Seigner outlined that the SC could not ignore that the Humulus Symposium and the 

SC meeting were competing events for the attendance of hop researchers which already 

showed in a reduced number of participants at both meetings. 

- Due to very tight budgets and limited time scientists could not afford to attend hop 

meetings in very short intervals. (There were too many hop meetings in short sequences - 

2007 - 2008 – 2009 – 2011-2012-2013) since meetings were convened without mutual 

consultation.) 

- There is a limited numbers of hop growing nations which would have the staff and the 

capacities to organize a hop meeting  

- There is limited financial support from the hop and brewing industry as well as from the 

hop growers` organizations but this is a crucial part of the meetings 

Based on all these facts Dr Seigner made the following proposals:  
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- The ISHS and SC should continue having separate meetings – so that each institution 

the ISHS and SC would keep its independence and would maintain the course and the 

philosophy of that specific institution.   

- But in order to realize the whole plan of bringing together all hop scientists - the SC 

should widen its cycle of meetings. Instead of having meetings every two years, the SC 

should change to quadrennial meetings and this would finally lead to a recurring change 

of SC and ISHS meetings every two years.  

- This would guarantee that the community of hop researchers would not be split up and 

that each scientist and interested person could attend a hop meeting every two years – 

one organized by the ISHS and the other organized by the SC. 

 

At the end of this detailed explanation she asked for a show of hand to vote for or against 

that proposal. The chairperson´s proposal was confirmed unanimously, without abstentions. 

 

Ad 5) Time and venue of the next SC meeting or next hop meeting 

Dr Seigner set out that she would try to convince the ISHS to hold their next meeting already 

in 2015, not in 2016 which would be the ISHS` regular cycle. Then there would not be a 3-

year gap without any hop meeting and the SC could start the new rotation with its hop 

meeting in 2017.  

Now all delegates were called on to make their own decision whether they and their institute 

or university and their hop growers` organization as well would be willing to offer to be host 

or convener of the next hop meeting – organized by the SC. 

There was no delegate or delegation who could already offer to be host of the next SC 

meeting. 

Based on the information that there would be an IHGC hop tour in July/August 2014 in 

Austria and that the 55th IHGC congress would be hold in July/August 2015 in Germany, Dr 

Seigner continued that Germany would not offer to host the next ISHS meeting in 2015.  

 

At the same time A/Prof. Anthony Koutoulis was asked whether - as already discussed in 

2012 - he would be willing to host the next ISHS Humulus Symposium in 2015. A/Prof 

Koutoulis explained that he would contact Dr Simon Whittock from Hop Products Australia to 

make such a decision.  

At the same time, Ms Bernadette Laugel-Niessen was asked whether she could contact her 

French hop colleagues and the French Hop Growers Association asking for their willingness 

to convene the next SC meeting in 2017 (year not fixed so far). 
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ad 6) Election of a chairperson and secretary of the SC for the next meeting  

Without clear decision where to hold the next meeting in 4 years it was not possible to 

nominate the vice-chairperson/ or the person who would be responsible for the organization 

of the next SC meeting on-site.  

Moreover, concerning the future board of the SC Dr Seigner announced that she had 

decided to resign as secretary and as chairperson. She said that she had been in the 

position of a secretary for 19 years and as chairperson for 4 years and that it would be the 

right time to open the way for new candidates who would bring in their ideas and innovations.  

 

Dr Seigner assured that she would finish all duties and tasks as secretary and chairperson 

and would also inform the ISHS about the decisions of the SC. And finally she would prepare 

the election of the new board of the SC. She continued that for that election all SC delegates 

should meet at the next ISHS Humulus meeting which would be the next hop meeting. 

During a “SC administrative meeting” at the Humulus Symposium the new board of the SC 

should be elected.  

Concerning the board of the Scientific Commission according to the new amendment of the 

IHGC constitution which is still in preparation the future SC commission board should have 

one chairperson and one delegate of the committee members elected for at least four years. 

Moreover, based on this amendment of the constitution the SC should be brought together 

with the technical commission. Dr Seigner set out that such a combination would not cause 

any troubles or significant changes of the SC meetings, since there was already a hop 

production and production technology session established in the SC programs of 2011 and 

2013. This impression was confirmed by Mr Johann Portner who had attended Technical 

Commission meetings in former times.  

Several delegates regretted that Dr Seigner would give up the chair of the SC. Dr Seigner 

met the concerns of some participants by affirming that she would continue her job as 

chairperson of the SC until the new board members would take over their responsibilities.  

 

Ad 7)  Information about the activities of the SC to the IHGC and the US Hop Research 

Council  

Dr Seigner explained that the IHGC, as the umbrella organisation of the Economic and the 

Scientific Commission, was very interested in bringing together both groups in order to 

support the exchange of experience and to stimulate discussions between these groups. 

Dr Seigner set out the various ways of supporting this communication and exchange of 

information: 
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- After the meeting a report on the lectures and posters presented at the meeting would be 

made available in English and German on the internet to interested parties.  

- There would be the option to put the poster, which were presented at the meeting in a 

poster gallery, on the website of the SC. 

- There would be a report written by E. Seigner and presented at the next meeting of the 

IHGC by Dr Martin Pavlovic, Secretary General of the I.H.G.C., in Poperinge, Belgium, in 

August 2013). In this way all participants of the IHGC meeting would be informed about 

the latest activities of the SC.  

- Dr. Seigner explained that the SC was greatly interested in continuing or reviving the 

exchange of information with the US Hop Research Council (HRC). Therefore, she 

would ask Mr. Gene Probasco to inform the HRC about the latest activities of the SC. 

 

Toward the end of the meeting, all participants thanked Dr Seigner for all her outstanding 

efforts as secretary for 19 years and chairperson for 4 years of the SC. 

 

With no other items to be discussed Dr Seigner closed the business meeting at 14:50 h and 

thanked all participants for their attendance and their contributions.  

 

 

Elisabeth Seigner        22 June 2013 


