
 

 

 

IHGC General Assembly 
Meeting Minutes 

 

                        Yakima, WA, USA - August 1, 2017 
 
 
 

A G E N D A  
 

1.    Inaugural speech of the IHGC president 
2.    Quorum of the delegates 

3.    Election of the IHGC President and Vice Presidents 

4.    Adoption of minutes from the last General Assembly in 2015 (Bad Gögging, BRD)  
5.    Report of the General Secretary in brief 
6.    Auditor's report 
7.    Discussion  
8. Adoption of the financial reports between the 2 congresses and a budget plan for    

2017/18 and 2018/19 

9.    Featured speaker: Steve Dresler, Sierra Nevada Brewing Company  
10.    Awards of the Order of the Hop 2017 

 
 
 

Point 1 

The General Assembly was opened by the president, Mr. Leslie A. Roy, just after the meeting of the 

Executive Committee. The proposed agenda was adopted unanimously. The president discussed 

the importance of IHGC’s involvement in the global hop industry. In addition, he presented Dr. 

Elisabeth Seigner, who had been acting chairperson of the Scientific Commission since 1995, with 

a plaque to thank her for her service. She was followed by Dr. Florian Weihrauch, who was asked 

to present the plaque to his foregoer.   

 

Point 2 

The necessary quorum according to the Standing Orders was constituted – since more than a half 

of the delegates were present or represented by proxy. 

 

Point 3 

The nomination proposal of the Executive Committee for the election of the President (Leslie Roy) 

and 4 Vice-Presidents (Dr. Johann Pichlmaier, Zdenek Rosa, Peter Hintermeier and Bernard 

Ingwiller) was put on the table. No alternative suggestions were made, thus he General Assembly 

delegates re-elected the committee for four more years.  

 

Point 4 

The minutes of the General Assembly meeting in Bad Gögging, Germany in 2015 had been 

available after the congress on the IHGC web site. In addition, a link within the newsletter had 

been sent to all member representatives. The minutes were adopted unanimously. 

 

http://www.hmelj-giz.si/ihgc/doc/2015%20JUL%20IHGC%20GASS%20report.pdf
http://www.hmelj-giz.si/ihgc/activ/jul15.htm


 

 

Point 5 

The General Secretary expressed thanks for organizing the congress in the USA for the 5th time 

(1977, 1986, 1988, 2007, 2017) and summarized briefly the IHGC activities between the two 

congresses. The secretariat activities represented common hop industry interests and 

information management for members.  Over 30 IHGC group e-newsletters and regular website 

meeting updates with relevant documents were issued. In addition, twitter news and telephone 

contact between the secretariat and members occurred. Within his biannual report, he also stated 

the necessity of international cooperation between the sectors of hop production, hop trade and 

brewing.  

 

Furthermore, the IHGC Committees’ objectives were illustrated. The Scientific-Technical 

Committee (in chair with Dr. Elisabeth Seigner since 1997 and from 2017 on with Dr. Florian 

Weihrauch) organizes meetings with research results in hop breeding, plant protection, chemistry 

of hops, hop industry quality management. The committee meeting also discusses regular updates 

of the global producing hop varieties. Within the Economic Committee (in chair with Mr. Zdeněk 

Rosa), the global hop market statistics and estimations are discussed from growers’ and 

merchants’ perspective. The Committee on Regulatory Harmonization (in chair with Ms. Ann 

George) is focused on regulatory harmonization issues that impact the international trade of hops, 

particularly in the area of chemical residue tolerances. Further information is available on the 

website (www.ihgc.org). 

 

Finally, thanks were expressed to the IHGC president, Mr. Leslie Roy, to all Vice-presidents (Dr. 

Johann Pichlmaier, Mr. Bernard Ingwiller, Mr. Peter Hintermeier and to Mr. Zdeněk Rosa), as well 

as to all the committee chairpersons for their contributions. More details are illustrated within the 

General Secretary’s congress report.  

 

Point 6 

As the IHGC appointed auditor, Mr. Joris Cambie presented the auditor's’ report for the fiscal years 

20015/16 and 2016/17, based on the essential documents.  

 

IHGC accounting for fiscal year 2015/16 showed EUR 25,049.99 of expenditure and EUR 

25,049.99 of planned revenues.  The IHGC bank account income was EUR 7,200.00 lower during 

the fiscal year (i.e. until 31st March 2016) due to membership payment delays or debts. According 

to balance sheet 2015/16 (March 31st, 2016), the reserve was EUR 10,843.53. Such a reserve 

(passiva-liabilities) is justifiable particularly because of considerable debts (activa-assets) of EUR 

8,264.67. This means there are still unpaid membership fees for 2015/16 (EUR 7,200.00) and fee 

debts from the past.   

 

IHGC accounting from fiscal year 2016/17 demonstrates EUR 23,386.39 of expenditure and EUR 

23,386.39 of planned revenues.  However, the actual IHGC bank account income was EUR 

4,200.00 lower (until the 31st March 2017) again, because of membership fee payment delays. 

According to the balance sheet (March 31st 2017), the reserve was EUR 7,493.53.  Such a reserve 

(passiva-liabilities) is again justifiable particularly because of ongoing debts (activa-assets) of 

EUR 4,856.67. These are still predominantly unpaid IHGC membership fees from 2016/17 (EUR 

4,200.00) and fee debts from the past.   

 



 

 

Mr. Cambie proposed to adopt the auditor’s report and annual budget plan of 19,500 EUR 

(revenues / expenditures) for fiscal years 2017/18 and 2018/19. Additional details are available 

on the website published General Secretary’s report. 

 

Point 7 and 8 

No debate on previous reports appeared.  In accordance with this, all the reports, as well as the 

statement of account of the IHGC for the fiscal years 2015/16 and 2016/17 and the IHGC financial 

plan estimates for 2017/18 and 2018/19 were adopted unanimously.  

 

Point 9 

As one of Sierra Nevada Brewing Company’s first employees, Steve Dresler has been at the helm of 

their operations since 1983.  Under his direction, Sierra Nevada won eight World Beer Cup 

awards, 31 GABF medals and has grown into the third largest craft brewery in the United 

States.  He has overseen the development and production of almost all their new beers for more 

than 30 years and is now revered as one of the world’s most beloved brew masters.  Steve has 

championed the craftsmanship and artistry of modern hop-forward styles and techniques while 

pushing the boundaries of American craft beer.  The audience appreciated his contribution.   

 

Point 10 

For a conferment of the 2017 Order of the Hop, 28 proposals had been submitted on time to the 

IHGC secretariat: 26 nominations for the 1st degree (Knight of the Order of the Hop) and 2 for the 

2nd degree (Officer of the Order of the Hop). Based on the countries’ and IHGC’s* written 

nominations, the following persons were approved by the Executive Committee for decoration 

with this prestigious international award.  During the ceremony, representatives from member 

countries illustrated CVs (ie. resumes) of the approved nominees, who were congratulated and 

awarded medals. These were:  

 

Gery BOERAEVE,  Joris CAMBIE (Belgium);  Anton LUTZ, Jakob MÜNSTERER, Jürgen WEISHAUPT, 

Armin MÖBIUS, Hans-Georg EILS (Germany); Emil BUREŠ, Jaromír NÁDVORNÍK, Jan PODSEDNÍK 

(Czech Rep.); Antoine RICKWAERT, Dr. Val PEACOCK (France); Silvo POGLADIČ, Ivo BRAČUN* 

(Slovenia); Stephen WRIGHT, Dr. Peter DARBY (UK); Gene PROBASCO, Ed St. MARY, Fred 

GESCHWILL, Keith RIEL, Steve DRESLER, Dan NEWHOUSE, Keith HOUSER (USA); Herbert 

EHRMAIER*, Heinz-Jürgen COOBERG*, Pavel ŠPONER*, Dr. David GENT*, Prof. Dr. Douglas 

WALSH* (IHGC). 

 

After the ceremony, the president Mr. Leslie A. Roy expressed appreciation to all who contributed 

to the IHGC activities and closed the meeting.  

 

 

IHGC General Secretary  

Prof. Dr. Martin Pavlovič 

 

http://www.hmelj-giz.si/ihgc/doc/2017%20JUL%20IHGC%20Secretariat.pdf
http://www.hmelj-giz.si/ihgc/doc/IHGC%20Charter%20for%20Award%20of%20the%20Order%20of%20the%20Hop.pdf

