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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Date: 23. April, 2021 

 

At the latest ENVI Committee meeting, an objection against the insecticide flonicamid has been 
accepted by just 3 votes for reasons of alleged insufficient bee safety. The objection blocks the 
setting of maximum residue levels for a number of important vegetables and fruit. The objection 
(EP reference 2021/2608(RPS)) will now be voted in the coming Plenary Session of the EP.  
It is our strong opinion that the objection is unjustified and lacks procedural and scientific 
arguments: 
 

1. The setting of the maximum residue levels (MRLs) for this substance is a step in the 

process of authorizing crop protection products by each EU member state.  

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has assessed these MRLs positively after 

careful consideration of the latest scientific evidence and applying good agricultural 

practices in order to ensure absolute food safety for consumers.  

EU member states authorities have supported in unanimity the setting of these MRL.  

 

2. Related to potential toxicity of the substance European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) already 

concluded in 2013 that flonicamid has no reproduction effects. 

 

3. Flonicamid has been used safely in Europe and other parts of the world for about 15 years, 

without a single case of bee incident. This is confirmed by the results of the full risk 

assessment conducted by EFSA as well as US-EPA, which takes into consideration the full 

data package. The objection adopted by the ENVI committee is based on a focus on a 

singled-out part of the US risk assessment, where at a screening level the risk to bees is 

assessed under non-realistic high exposure conditions. This objection fails to take the full 

set of data and their evaluation in consideration. This is demonstrated by the fact that the 

US EPA came to a market access conclusion based on the data package and consideration 

of the whole picture.  

 

4. Flonicamid is recognized by IPM practitioners (IOBC) and technology providers (Biobest, 

Koppert, etc.) as one of the most important components for integrated pest 

management (IPM), thanks to its safety towards beneficial insects, including bees.  

Flonicamid with its unique mode of action is also a safe alternative to neonicotinoid 

compounds.  

 
5. EU Minor Uses Coordination Facility (MUCF), an independent structure largely 

financed by a number of member states, has invested significant public resources as well 

as farmer’s funds into projects1 to generate those MRL data needed for several important 

minor crops. For many such crops, insect control is already critical and unmanageable.  
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6. The Dutch CLM (Centre for Agriculture and Environment) an absolutely independent 

organization focused on sustainable solutions published in a study (commissioned by 

Avaaz (NGO) and Triodos Foundation NGO), based on an earlier report from CLM 

commissioned by Greenpeace the following quotes relate to flonicamid: "In case aphids 

need to be controlled, aphid specific products, such as flonicamid …, should replace 

neonicotinoids or other broad working insecticides to enable natural enemies to survive 

pesticide applications. Flonicamid … is a relatively safe product for pollinators and has 

little to no detrimental effect on the environment” and it also mentions:„[Of these 

products] only flonicamid (Teppeki) is not harmful for bees and natural enemies and 

has a low environmental impact (CLM Environmental Yardstick for pesticides 2016).“ 

 
Based on this information we kindly ask you to vote against the objection (file 2021/2608(RPS)) 
and allow EU farmers to use safe and effective insect control tools – with approved consumer 
safety. Your vote against the objection would reinforce the role of EFSA’s independent scientific 
evidence in the formulation of implementing measures. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these thoughts. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
IHGC President  
Mr. Leslie A. Roy 

tel:+442016

